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SCENARIO: HEAT WAVE RESULTING IN LOSS OF POWER/LOSS OF WATER

The summer weather across Metropolitan region has been unusually hot and humid with temps in the 100’s and humidity above 90% every day for the last two weeks. To complicate things further, Minneapolis and surrounding areas have experienced wide-spread power outages due to an increased drain on the power system. 

 Many of the less fortunate families are without air conditioning and are suffering severely. _________ city has opened cooling centers for those suffering from the heat. Unfortunately few residents have taken advantage of the cooling centers. At this time, only ____ individuals have made use of the ___# cooling centers that the city has opened. Others are sleeping outdoors, increasing the chance of looting and violence being 

perpetrated upon them. Many senior citizens, concerned about crime refuse to open their windows for relief and elect to suffer from the excessive heat rather than risk exposure to crime. 

 On ______, the National Weather Service (NWS) issues a forecast that states the hot weather is expected to continue for the next ten days, with temperatures expected to now exceed 100 degrees each day. The NWS cautions the public to take ‘precautions’. 

Xcel Energy begins issuing press releases and begin a media blitz to inform the public of the heat emergency and requesting that everyone cut back on the use of air conditioning in order to maintain the electric grid. Brown-outs and roving blackouts are possible if electric consumption is not curtailed. 

 On _______ the electric grid begins to fail due to continued and excessive demand by the public. Approximately ______ households are affected by this power failure and are now without power. Due to the failure of transformers and electrical distribution lines, it is not anticipated that power will be restored to these homes in the next week even though the electric company has requested mutual aid from neighboring companies. 

Fire departments are seeing a significant increase in calls for assistance as the hot weather continues. Emergency medical service (EMS) calls have more than doubled as the weather is severely impacting the health of the community. The senior population and the young are specifically at risk during this emergency. The fire service is seeing an increase in structure fires, mostly residential, as residents are using alternative means of 

lighting. 

At _______ the electric company experiences the loss of a nuclear power generating facility. This in turn causes the entire generating system, one facility at a time, to quickly fail. The electric grid has now collapsed in the city of ______ and surrounding area. 

The electrical system has totally collapsed and it will not be repaired within the next several days. The weather is expected to reach 95 plus degrees daily for the next week. In addition to an increase in crime, the citizens are suffering. 

High, continued demand on the water system has caused the system to become

contaminated and unusable for fire flow or potable water. 

Approximately _____ counties in metropolitan area have now been affected by the power outage. Heat related medical emergencies continue to increase. Power lines have, in many instances, simply melted and failed. Several structures have been totally consumed by fire. 

In the City, the local water company has called in additional assistance and is working around the clock to restore the water system; unfortunately it will be at least 96 hours before the system can be chlorinated and returned to service

