Situation:
A natural gas explosion occurs at a Laundromat showering the neighboring homes
and businesses with rubble and burning debris. The store is leveled and there is
heavy damage to surrounding properties, including the local hospital. A fast food store directly north of the incident has its windows blown out resulting in several injuries to the occupants, ranging in severity from small lacerations to amputations. Initial reports show that the laundromat was open and in full operation when the explosion occurred.
Conditions:
The weather is cool. Local temperature is approximately
65 degrees F. The wind is from the south at 5-10 mph. The Laundromat borders two single-story properties to the east, each containing several small businesses. The hospital is located just to the west of the Laundromat. There is a vacant lot to the south, and a residential/business zone to the lot to the north.
Problem:
There are 16 patients, most of them located in the fast food store opposite the
blast site. Sixteen were known to be in the laundromat. Twelve people exited the
laundromat into the vacant lot prior to the explosion. A total of four people are
known to be missing and presumed entrapped in collapsed structures. Many
nearby homes have had exterior damage done from flying debris, and several
small fires have started around the site of the laundromat. Hospital must decon patients before allowing treatment. 
Potential Hazards:
Recurrent natural gas explosion
Building collapse
[bookmark: _GoBack]Exposure of hazardous material to healthcare staff
Fire spreading to other businesses and home


Exercise Scenario
It is a bright, sunny, calm Tuesday afternoon around 1:00PM. At the Student Union, they are experiencing normal activities. The dining hall and food court have a couple hundred late-lunch patrons. The adjacent conference center is hosting a symposium by the College of Business; numerous students, faculty, donors and VIP guests (business CEO’s) are in attendance. The Student Government Association and Student Activities offices are abuzz with the campus’ student leaders. Other union businesses, such as the bank, have a steady flow of customers.
Behind the scenes earlier that morning around 10AM, an employee from ABC Food Distributors was unloading his 18-wheeled truck at the Union’s loading dock and bringing pallets into the large coolers and freezers that serve the dining hall and food court. As the driver pulls a motorized pallet jack off the truck, he slips and the jack slams into the wall, causing a large dent. The driver shakes himself off and proceeds back to the coolers with a pallet of food.
Unknown to the driver or anyone else around, when the motorized pallet jack slammed into the wall, it created a small kink a natural gas line serving the kitchen. A small leak ensued that was barely noticeable by the driver as he went back and forth finishing his delivery. Once the driver left, the loading dock area was closed off and was unoccupied for the remainder of the morning. As such, no one detected the smell of the natural gas leak as it slowly accumulated in the loading dock area.
At about 1:10PM, a large explosion occurs at the Student Union as the accumulated gas finally built up enough and reached an ignition source.


